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The Equality Act 2010 requires the Council to have due regard to the need to 

· eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation;

· advance equality of opportunity between different groups; and

· foster good relations between different groups

Section 1: What is being assessed?
1.1
Name of proposal to be assessed.
Budget Proposal PCS7 Laptops for Children as part of the Raising  Attainment Strategy
1.2
Describe the proposal under assessment and what change it would result in if implemented.
As part of raising attainment aross the district, this proposal includes the continued 

 investment of capital funding in Digital Inclusion, for disadvantaged children and young

 people. This will include the provision of devices to support learning and development

 along with internet  access where required 
The impact of this provision would be significant for disadvantaged children and young 

people, many of whom are unable to afford access to devices or the internet. It will support 

pre-school children to develop their literacy, communication and motor skills; 

increase school age childrens ability to engage with teaching and learning ; improve digital 

skills; provide access to online training and employment skills and improve the ability for 

young people to actively participate in finding employment
The Covid Pandemic has emphasised the challenges that children and young people have 

in accessing the right technology to support learning and development. The work that has 

started to bridge that gap needs to continue. Given that Bradford District has significant 

deprevation levels there is a commitment to the infrastructure that needs to be in place 

to ensure childen and young peoples attainment opportunities are improved. DFE device 

provision at the start of the pandemic was significantly less than the requirements of the 

district. The work that has started to bridge that gap needs to continue. This proposal will 

ensure that digital inclusion is crosscutting across all other elements of the attainment

strategy. 
Section 2: What the impact of the proposal is likely to be

2.1 Will this proposal advance equality of opportunity for people who share a protected characteristic and/or foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and those that do not? If yes, please explain further.

Bradfords disadvantaged children and young people will be empowered to actively participate in education through the use of technology provided to them as individuals. It is important that digital inclusion forms part of the raising  attainment strategy, as access to digital devices and the internet is something that children from more affluent backgrounds enjoy. This proposal will ensure that no child is technologically disadvantaged  

2.2 Will this proposal have a positive impact and help to eliminate discrimination and harassment against, or the victimisation of people who share a protected characteristic? If yes, please explain further.
No
2.3 Will this proposal potentially have a negative or disproportionate impact on people who share a protected characteristic?  If yes, please explain further. 

No
2.4
Please indicate the level of negative impact on each of the protected characteristics?

(Please indicate high (H), medium (M), low (L), no effect (N) for each) 

	Protected Characteristics:
	Impact

(H, M, L, N)

	Age
	

	Disability
	

	Gender reassignment
	

	Race
	

	Religion/Belief
	

	Pregnancy and maternity
	

	Sexual Orientation
	

	Sex
	

	Marriage and civil partnership
	

	Additional Consideration:
	

	Low income/low wage
	


2.5 
How could the disproportionate negative impacts be mitigated or eliminated? 
(Note: Legislation and best practice require mitigations to be considered, but need only be put in place if it is possible.) 
Section 3: Dependencies from other proposals 

3.1
Please consider which other services would need to know about your proposal and the impacts you have identified.  Identify below which services you have consulted, and any consequent additional equality impacts that have been identified. 
Childrens Services are aware of the proposals and are engaged in discussions around how devices can be used to support outcomes for the under 5 year olds; Children in Care; Post 16 care leavers; CIN and CP. Schools are actively engaged in the identification of children and young people that need devices to support their teaching and learning
Section 4: What evidence you have used?
4.1
What evidence do you hold to back up this assessment? 
In May 2020 the Government announced a national programme to roll out laptops and 
devices for all children with a social worker and disadvantaged Y10 pupils. This 
programme also included internet access for those with no wifi access. A process was 
used by the DfE based on trend data to determine the numbers of laptops or devices to be 
allocated to each Local Authority. 

In the case of Bradford, the total number of laptops or devices allocated was just over 
2000 against just over 5000 children, including Care Leavers, who have a social worker.
Therefore, it was recognised that there was a gap in the provision of devices to support 
remote learning for vulnerable children and young people. The council is committed to 

bridging this gap and work has started on this.
In addition to laptops and tablets increased numbers of children and young people needed 

access to the internet. These numbers are growing and wifi devices are being provided. 

The impact of covid on families has been significant, with some households having 

both parents losing their jobs.The demand for pupils needing support to access digital 

devices will increase as more families fall into previously unexperienced deprevation 

levels.  Emotional health and wellbeing must be taken into account and many young 

people connect with social workers or health and well being support via digital methods. 

This must remain accessible for disadvantaged children and young people
4.2
Do you need further evidence?

No
Section 5: Consultation Feedback

5.1
Results from any previous consultations prior to the proposal development.
N/A
5.2
The departmental feedback you provided on the previous consultation (as at 
5.1).
N/A
5.3
Feedback from current consultation following the proposal development (e.g. following approval by Executive for budget consultation).
Council budget proposals consultation 2021/22

Respondents commented that the following groups could be negatively impacted by the proposal: 
· LGBTQ+ young people

· Older people in terms of isolation and access to digital, especially those from the LGBTQ+ community

· Disadvantaged and vulnerable children

· Vulnerable children 

· Children whose families are asylum seekers and refugees

5.4
Your departmental response to the feedback on the current consultation (as at 5.3) – include any changes made to the proposal as a result of the feedback.
This proposal does target disadvantaged and vulnerable children and young people, including those families who are asylum seekers and refugees. These are most likely to be the groups that are experiencing issues with access to digital devices and/or internet connectivity
The council is committed to Equality and Diversity, ensuring the voices of all children and young people are heard. This includes LGBTQ and is reflected in our Local Offer, where organisations like the Equity Partnership, are actively engaged with the council and wider delivery partners to represent the views and needs of LGBTQ

We also recognise that the provision of devices/internet connectivity is only one aspect of this. To support children and yong people to have access to a safe space to work is also important. Therefore we are working with wider council departments and partners across the district, to ensure we are able to provide access to safe spaces e.g Libraries; community centres etc

The council understands that Digital Inclusion affects all age ranges of the population. This 
specific project targets children and young people so older adults fall outside of its scope. However, comments have been passed to colleagues against the PCS4 Core IT Infrasturcture proposal
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